
Contents
EDITORIAL

FEATURE 1 
Are the Courts Nuanced Enough 
in Protecting the Right to Housing 
against Sales in Execution?

FEATURE 2
The Judicial Contribution to 
Constitutional Obligations to Deliver 
Basic Services in South Africa

FEATURE 3
Using Record-Keeping to Realise 
the Rights of People Living on 
Commercial Farms

EVENT 
The Community Leaders Training 
Workshop, Cape Town, 10-11 March 
2020

UPDATE
Statement by the CESCRC on 
Covid-19 and Its Human Rights 
Implications

03

04

10

15 

21

23

CONTACT
Socio-Economic Rights Project
Dullah Omar Institute for Constitutional 
Law, Governance and Human Rights.

University of the Western Cape, New 
Social Sciences Building. Private Bag X17, 
Bellville, 7535

Tel: (021) 959 2950
Fax: (021) 959 2411
Email: serp@uwc.ac.za
Website: https://dullahomarinstitute.org.za

PRODUCTION
The ESR Review is produced by the SocioEconom-
ic Rights Project of the Dullah Omar Institute for 
Constitutional Law, Governance and Human Rights, 
with the financi l assistance of AmplifyChange and  
CS Mott Foundation.
The contents of the ESR Review are the sole re-  
sponsibility of the Socio-Economic Rights Project 
and can under no circumstances be regarded as 
reflecting the position of the AmplifyChange or CS 
Mott Foundation.

ESR REVIEW ONLINE
https://dullahomarinstitute.org.za/socio-econom-
ic-rights/esr-review

ISSN: 1684-260X
A publication of the Dullah Omar Institute 
for Constitutional Law, Governance and 

Human Rights (formerly Community Law 
Centre), University of the Western Cape.

EDITORS
CHIEF EDITOR
Prof Ebenezer Durojaye

Gladys Mirugi-Mukundi

GUEST EDITOR 
Robert Nanima



Editorial

Welcome to the second issue of ESR Review in 2020, the second in a series of five special issues 
focusing on access to justice. It comes at a time when countries worldwide are grappling with the 
coronavirus and the need to protect socio-economic rights is more important than ever before.

Our first feature article, by Soraya Beukes, examines how adequate the courts are in the protection 
of the right to housing against sales in execution. The second feature, by Ebi Achigbe Okeng, 
looks at the judicial contribution to constitutional obligations in the delivery of basic services in 
post-1996 South Africa. The author argues that the failure to redistribute resources defeats the 
realisation of a broader concept of access to justice. 

In the third feature, Donna Hornby and Laurel Oettle examine how record-keeping can assist in 
the realisation of the land and socio-economic rights of farm dwellers on commercial farms. They 
argue for an approach that engages civil society where the state is functionally absent. This could 
aid the organic development of local practices that challenge the status quo and lead the way for 
national policy. 

In the Events section, Robert Doya Nanima reports on the community leaders training workshop 
held in Cape Town in March this year. In the Updates section, Paula Knipe offers insight on a recent 
statement by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on Covid-19 and its human 
rights implications .

We thank our anonymous peer reviewers as well as guest contributors, and trust readers will find 
this issue stimulating and useful in the advancement of socio-economic rights. 

Robert Doya Nanima 
Guest Editor
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